[What does echocardiography contribute to heart failure?].
When examining patients with heart failure, it is often impossible to assess the underlying cardiac disease only on the basis of clinical examination, electrocardiogram and chest X-ray. As an additional noninvasive method, echocardiography provides a high level of diagnostic accuracy for heart diseases. Different cardiologic ultrasound methods and procedures, applied in patients with heart failure during a modern echocardiographic routine examination, are shown. Despite an increasing availability of this imaging technology, inappropriate use without clear indication must be avoided. Criteria of indication are discussed, followed by an illustrating case report.